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Intellipsnce Memorendun

Subject: The Soviet Attitude toward the Situation in Iren since the Asgag-
8ination of Rezmara, .

‘ 1. The situstion in Iran since the assusgination of Premiey Rezmara
on T Mawch hag rresented the Soviet Union with favorable opportunities ¢o
increase 1ts influence and gain ultimate contsol over the couxitry, The

the cutlaweqd Pro-Scwviet Tudeh Party., The poaa:l.bmt;r. of future Sovied intep-
vention under the tewms of the 1921 treaty should also be considered.

2. Diplomatically, the USSR has contimied its policy, inengurated in " o5x1
the latter half of 1950, of displaying friendship fop the Iranian Government
and not interfering in the govermment 's problems connected with oil nationaij.
fation, inmternal unrest, sud relations with the British, Theye is ro evi.
deace that the Soviat Ashogans U 4D lran has oot aly _Dressure on the Irantian

g;. T DRTon
2eoms a&m oAt OF The Tire Bo o T2 w L -Cimed & : i€t div LIOIRE 1c
or demands for oil rights might cause theen edvantages to be Porfeited,

3. SOvietmpamdg:aince’rMarch, in 1ts é3ily reportingonImn,, re-
veals the Kremlin's close interest in developments there, particularly with .
Peference to the of} 8itustion, the recent strikes, and wublic demonstrations.
Consiatent with ite diplomatic effort to disessociate the USSR from eventa
in Iran, Moscow hes refrained from comzenting editorially on actions taken
by the Irvanian Govermuent or Speculating on Putupre developmenta. Soviet press
and rropagands, have avotded any hint of wnfriendliness tovards the govern- -
ment or comment on its instebility, Since Razmars ‘s assassiration thie propa-
gands has concentrated sh US-UX rivalry for Irenisn oil and UB.UK exploitation
of Iran, The Commamints "clandestine” "Ppes Azerbaijen” radio in Baiku, on
the other hang, bas adhered to its previous policy of attacking the 8heh,
Premiey Ala, and the Kajlis as pawns of US-UK imperigliasm and betreyers of
the Iranian pecple, v

b, wWhile the Soviet Union ig believed capeble of invading Iven success-
hout prior

fully wig verning therehasbeenmindicationthﬁths“ﬁﬂ%ia .
FEPering o take such & otep ob this time, |—eication that the USSR in 25X1
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5. Commmnist policy in Iran since Rezmara®s assessination has been aimed
at inciting further agitation on the oil issue | ] 25xa

_ | ATthough there is no firm
ce of pro-Soviet Tudeh Party involvement in the current disturbances,

rress reports and Ivanian officisls commonly blame the Tudeh Party, The Tudeh

is sald to e behind the "Organization for the Expropristion of the Anglo

Iranisn 011 Compeny” (ATOC), which, with the Hational Frout (the ultras-national-

iat fection in mlm A8 ADeArNesdrd The movement n nakions pan ¢

oil. 25X1
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6. Moscow has followed s noncommittal policy concerning. Soviet inter-
vention in Iran under the terms of the 1921 Iranian-Soviet treaty, and peither
the ws nog m 210 D48 referred Al 4 reabty ainee Rarmorn i o 16 =l iz Bl .

[ On 26 April, = Moscow commentery slleged British concen-

Ttration of ormed forces in the wicinity of southern Iran and for the first time
charged the British with the intention of "interfering sctively in internal
affairs should occesion arise.” Repeated emphesis on the possibility of UK
intervention could be viewsd as an wmspoken threat of Soviet intervention under

the termn of the 1921 treaty.
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